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he first went to the Land of the Pharaohs all the lines
were single track. No staff or block system of any kind
was in vogue, and there were no signals. A train started
from a station on the off-chance that another train was
not coming in the opposite direction. Needless to say,
as he tersely remarks, "he avoided those lines."
In the Sudan matters were even worse. The Khedive
embarked upon a laudable enterprise when he decided to
carry the iron highway southwards from Wadi Haifa.
Khartoum was the objective, but nearly half a century
passed before the iron horse appeared at the latter point,
for when the Khedive's railway got so far as Sarras,
33 miles south, funds became exhausted and the scheme
was abandoned. Another attempt was made in 1885-6, on
the occasion of the Nile Expedition, to resuscitate the
scheme, and by great effort another 53 miles were tacked
on from Sarras to Akasha. The life of the second section
was short, for when the British forces retired the track was
pulled up by the dervishes, and Sarras reverted to its
position as the southern terminus.
When Lord Kitchener wras deputed to crush the Mahdi
for once and for all, he found 1,200 miles of sandy desert
between him in the north and the seat of the fanatic's power.
The river was available for the movement of troops as in the
previous campaign, but the latter had emphasised the dis-
advantages of that highway through hostile territory. He
foresaw that only one agency would enable him to accom-
plish the desired end, and that was the railway. Among
his officers was a Canadian engineer, Sjr Percy Girouard,
and he discussed the possibility of building a line across
the desert to span that inhospitable gap in order to pour
his troops against the Mahdi forces. The engineer realised
the situation and undertook to carry the line southwards
from Wadi Haifa.
The task was commenced in 1896, and railway con-
struction was pushed forward with such spirited energy
that Kerina, at the head of the cataracts, was gained in
a short time* No great engineering difficulties were offered